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It has been a very long time since I sent out my last Viewpoint, I managed to spend this summer doing 

the same exciting thing I did last summer- going through chemotherapy again - and so there just 

haven’t been too many creative juices flowing around here. Rather than try to keep up with a monthly 

newsletter as I was doing in the past I will instead send an “occasional paper” as things that I think 

might be of interest to breeders comes to my attention. One such paper has just done that and so 

here I am. I have also included some photos from our last gathering which was held in Wisconsin in 

September. 

 
Copper Toxicity and Soay Sheep 
Copper poisoning in Soay Sheep is something we have all heard about and there have been a 
few documented cases here in the US but they have all been attributable to a single source of 
contamination; minerals mislabeled, feed mill equipment that was not cleaned between 
production runs, unknowingly feeding animals treats that contained high levels of copper. 
What most of us hadn’t realized is how important a topic copper toxicity is, how complicated it 
is and how the interaction of trace minerals in the rumen can affect our sheep. Tracking down 
a culprit can be extremely difficult. This summer Kathy Comeau of Narnia Farms lost two 
ewes to copper toxicity and she spent the last two months trying to discover the source of the 
copper and a way forward in treating her animals. Her vet consulted with veterinarians, 
scientists and British Soay breeders across the US and the UK trying to get answers. Kathy 
has written a paper detailing their search, what they found and how to now proceed. You will 
find it very informative, she has done an excellent job of discussing a very complicated 
subject.  
 
It is important to remember that different parts of the country have different issues with this. If 
you have any concerns you may find it helpful to contact your veterinarian or local extension 
agent (in the US a county agent who works with farmers to increase crop yields, 

prevent erosion, eliminate blights or pests, etc.) to learn what minerals naturally occur 
in the soils in your area. For example Kathy is dealing with high copper-low molybdenum in 
Wisconsin but here in Oregon I have just the opposite problem, the mineral formula worked 
out for her sheep would not work for me and resources in the UK may be entirely different.  
http://www.narniafarm.us/content/copper-poisoning-british-soay-sheep 

 
Third Annual Gathering of A Circle of Friends 
Members of the British Soay Breeders group, Circle of Friends, met again this year for our 
third annual gathering. What seemed like a good idea when Kathy, Nancy and Heather 
proposed it three years ago has become a "can't miss event" that we all now look forward to. 
Meeting people face to face that we had only known through e-mail over the years has 
cemented our friendships and solidified our commitment to saving this satellite flock of sheep. 
This year we met at Nancy Gaedke's farm in Cross Plains, Wisconsin and came from 
Oklahoma, Illinois, all parts of Wisconsin, Nevada, Oregon and Wales. Kathy Comeau's 
problems with copper toxicity dominated most of our conversations, however, the now 
obligatory visit to local feed stores managed to also make it onto the agenda. (It gives 
Christine a chance to pick up a few American things she can't find in the UK). A few of us also 
met with Kathy's veterinarian before the gathering and were able to give him some 
background on the British Soay breed. After dinner discussions continued around the campfire 
while we roasted marshmallows, made s'mores and were entertained by Bob on his dulcimer. 
We can't wait until next year. 
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Nancy's "official" report will appear on our group 
website www.britishsoaysheep.com shortly. So 
check back often. 
        
Our 2013 gathering will be held at Southern 
Oregon Soay Sheep Farms in Merlin, Oregon. 
Tentatively scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 22, 
2013. Lunch will be around noon and with barn 
demonstrations following.  
 
L-R Top-Bottom: Nancy's ewes grazing below her barn, 
part of the group gathers in the barn, Mike and Nancy 
prepare dinner of one of her roasted pigs (American 
Guinea Hog which Nancy also raises) and champagne, 
toasting marshmallows and making s'mores over the open 
fire, a first for Christine, with more talk about copper and 
Christine demonstrates trimming feet and shearing wool to 
new Soay keepers.  
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