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Girl Talk
The fall rut isn’t just
a “guy thing”. Ewes go
t h r o ug h b e h a v i o r a l
changes in the autumn
just as the rams do.
Decreasing daylight-to-dark
ratios trigger hormonal
changes that start their heat
cycles. Suddenly, your quiet
flock of amicable girls turns
into a mob of bickering,
cranky individuals suffering
from “PMS”.
With Soay, rutting usually
begins in mid- to lateOctober and lasts through
December. This has the survival advantage of producing
lambs when the worst of St.
Kilda’s winters have passed
and grass is starting to grow
in March and April.
With their heat cycles, ewe
behaviors change and, like
the rams, they start rubbing
their horns and bashing each
other, often several ganging
up on another. These skirmishes can be quite nasty
but generally last only part
of a day or so. I have speculated that they correlate with
estrus. Two girls who were
out to kill each other yester-
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Birds, Bees and Lambs
I read somewhere that
sheep do not need that
uncomfortable talk with
their parents about the
birds and the bees.
They just know what to do
and when to do it. Well,
most sheep.
York was a late bloomer—
young, and a bit immature
for his age. But I was new to
breeding and assumed what I
had read was true. I had been
told that Soay rams were
fertile at four months so, at
six months, I had put him in

with a couple of ewe lambs.
When I came out to check
on the little group the following day, I found a totally
bewildered and confused
York. He was, to confess, a
bit geeky, but what did I
know? It turned out that his
little roommates, who were a
few months older than he
was, had apparently had that
talk and both were in heat.
The two of them were bashing each other and him.
They were nudging, sniffing
and licking him. They were
actually fighting over him
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like two jealous teenagers.
He looked up at me with
this helpless, lost look as if
to ask “What have you done
to me?” All I could do was
giggle.
Things settled down the
next day and the little group
went back to being cute little, happy lambs. By the time
the girls came into heat
again, seventeen days later,
York had figured it out. They
must have had that talk.
Lambs arrived the following
spring, and he never looked
bewildered again.
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RESOURCES
Good books about
conservation
breed strategies:
“A Conservation
Breeding Handbook”
by D. Phillip Sponenberg and Carolyn J.
Christman, published
by the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, Pittsboro, North
Carolina.
ISBN 1-887316-00-0
“Managing Breeds for
a Secure FutureStrategies for Breeders
and Breed Associations” by D. Phillip
Sponenberg and Donald E. Bixby, published by the American
Livestock Breeds Conservancy.
ISBN 978-1-88731607-1
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Visit our website:
www.soayfarms.com
All advice in this newsletter has
been used successfully on our
farm. It is important to remember
that every animal and situation is
different. Before you try any of
our suggestions, we urge you to
consult your veterinarian.



If you have pens (breeding groups) adjoining, put
visual barriers on the fences to keep rams from
fighting through the fence.
Put breeding groups together. If you do not have a
wether, get one (any breed) as a companion for the
ram before he must be taken from the ewe at
lambing time.
Watch for runny noses/raspy breathing at this time
of year. Treat with LA 200 if necessary. Consult
your vet for instructions.
When handling sheep to move into breeding
groups, catch up on hoof trimming while nails are
moist and soft.

TIP OF THE MONTH

Keep records of all
dates: rams put to
and taken from the
ewes, and
especially dates of
gate crashers or
fences jumped.

© 2009 Southern Oregon Soay Sheep Farms. All Rights Reserved.
For reprint permission contact kathiem@soayfarms.com.

Th is ne ws le t ter was produ ced by O ver ture Pu blication s ww w.o ver turep u blica tion s.co m .

