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THIS MONTH’S FEATURE

Soay Fleece Management

by Christine Williams
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Sheep in the Mist
While Christine struggles
with fly-strike in wet
Wales, I am dealing with
a very different problem—
HEAT.
Temperatures here can reach
108°F in July. On days like
this, I don’t feel guilty about
doing what I can to make the
sheep comfortable. But
what? Those that had not
shed their wool had been
shorn. They couldn’t strip
down any further, and fans
all over the barnyard just
didn’t seem practical.
On one of these blistering
days I stumbled upon what I

thought could be a solution
at the feed store. The fellows
on the loading dock had
strung misting nozzles
across the roofline to keep
themselves cool. Pet misting
systems had just come on the
market and I suspect the
store was its own first customer. I was the second. I
bought a kit with 40 feet of
poly tubing and raced home.
When it was assembled, I
strung it on the fence about
four feet off the ground with
the nozzles facing down. I
wasn’t sure if my efforts
would be appreciated or if
this would be just a waste,
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to find out. Each sheep
staked out a mister for itself
and spent the entire day
there. Not only did it keep
them cool, it kept the flies
away. By nightfall, they
were covered in fog. Truth
be told, they didn’t all love
it, but enough did to make it
one of my clever ideas.
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RESOURCES
Good diagram of insecticide application for maggot control.
Info on parasitic diseases
in sheep including wool
maggots/fly-strike.
Handheld sheep clippers
(dagging shears—both
right- and left-handed)
are available at most
feed stores and online at
www.farmrite.co.uk
and at Jeffers (US)
Shepherd’s Mate Portable Head Gate (UK)
The Shauls make a twopiece headrest. For information, contact them at
(530) 695-8185 or online
Shaul’s Manufacturing.
Vetrazine and Crovect
are available in Agricultural Merchants and
online (UK).
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Fleece
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Visit our website:
www.soayfarms.com
All advice in this newsletter has
been used successfully on our
farm. It is important to remember
that every animal and situation is
different. Before you try any of
our suggestions, we urge you to
consult your veterinarian.

continued from page 1



Evaluate hay needs and acquire a source for the
coming year.
Wean ram lambs at 3 or 3 1/2 months; they can be
fertile by 4 months.
Begin delivery of lambs. To reduce stress, especially if they are traveling long distances, wean a
few weeks before they leave. Give Probios (paste)
to sheep as they are loaded to help with digestive
stress of travel and new food.
Check fecals with the vet and worm sheep and
lambs if necessary. Worm a week before they
travel to reduce stress.
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were all
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Dagging shears
w i t h
Vetrazine (which is pink), a
preventative fly repellent
which lasts for about eight
weeks depending on the
weather. When I know there
are maggots, or seriously
suspect it, I use Crovect (a
blue coloured pour-on)
which kills the larvae and
any emerging eggs. It will
also kill other external parasites such as lice, but it is a
more dangerous product and
must be used with great care
on lambs. Both are available
at farm stores (in the UK). I
sighed with relief when this
big group had been through
the barn.
Note: Neither Crovect nor
Vetrazine are available in the
US and insecticide recommendations (in the form of
sprays, foams or dusts) vary
from state to state; what is
legal in one may not be in
another. Check with your
veterinarian or extension
agent to find out which product is used in your area.

TIP OF THE MONTH

Disposable fly traps
for the barn really
do work well.
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